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could have been there last night, but I
want Sophie to know that I support her
and that I will be fighting for DAPA
for her and for the 5 million children
just like her across this great country.
——

WE MUST COMBAT THE HEROIN
EPIDEMIC

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to discuss new bipartisan steps my
House New Hampshire colleague,
FRANK GUINTA, and I are taking to
combat the heroin epidemic seizing
New Hampshire and many other States
across this country.

Last year in New Hampshire alone we
experienced 321 drug-related deaths, ac-
cording to the State medical exam-
iner’s office, and the rate of drug-re-
lated fatalities in 2015 is expected to in-
crease.

I continue to see the impacts of this
terrible epidemic as I meet with af-
fected communities and stakeholders
across my district. From educators to
police officers, to advocates and health
providers, it is only when we stand
united and coordinate our efforts that
we will be able to halt the destruction
that this dangerous substance is caus-
ing all across our communities.

That is why I ask my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to join me and
my fellow Representative from New
Hampshire in our Bipartisan Task
Force to Combat the Heroin Epidemic.
This task force will focus on finding so-
lutions to the growing epidemic. We
believe we must do everything possible
to spread awareness, increase edu-
cational efforts, and hear from affected
families and individuals.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join us to end this epidemic in our
communities.

——————

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL FARM TO
SCHOOL MONTH

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, October
is National Farm to School Month, and
I want to talk today about the recent
gains our schools have made in con-
necting students with local food.

Across the country, the Farm to
School movement has inspired over
40,000 schools to spend more of their
food dollars locally, to create healthier
meal options, and to teach students
about growing and preparing local
food. These efforts have brought nu-
merous benefits, like new markets for
local agricultural producers, better nu-
trition for students, and less food being
thrown away in the trash.

I am proud that schools in my State
of Maine have helped lead the way; but,
like others, they encounter many chal-
lenges in replacing highly processed
food with fresh ingredients.
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The USDA Farm to School grants
have eased that transition for many
schools by helping them make needed
changes in procurement, facilities, and
training. As we celebrate Farm to
School efforts this month and look to-
ward child nutrition reauthorization, I
encourage my colleagues to support in-
creased funding for this program so
more communities can reap the bene-
fits.

———
HONORING MAJOR PHYLLIS PELKY

(Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute
to Air Force Major Phyllis Pelky, who
died earlier this month in a helicopter
crash in Kabul, Afghanistan.

As a Major in the Air Force, Phyllis
Pelky served her nation with distinc-
tion as aide-de-camp to the super-
intendent of the Air Force Academy.
Major Pelky had been deployed in sup-
port of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel
in Afghanistan, working as the deputy
manpower chief of the American Train,
Advise and Assist Command.

As we take this moment to honor the
service and patriotism of Major Pelky
and recognize her sacrifice, the ulti-
mate sacrifice as a member of our
armed services, we also thank her for
her contributions in the classroom.

Major Pelky was a beloved human-
ities teacher at the Rio Rancho High
School. Her commitment to her stu-
dents, combined with her enthusiasm,
encouraged them to learn. She left a
lasting impact on those who were for-
tunate to have her as a teacher. Her
enduring spirit will live on through the
many students she inspired.

As we mourn the passing of Phyllis
Pelky and celebrate her life, my
thoughts and prayers are with her hus-
band, her two sons, her family, and the
Rio Rancho community during this sad
time.

———

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, October is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
One in three women report experi-
encing domestic violence throughout
their lifetimes. In North Carolina
alone, 108 people died because of do-
mestic violence in 2013.

Earlier today Ron Kimble, deputy
city manager of Charlotte, who resides
in my district, spoke at the new Mem-
bers meeting about the severity of do-
mestic violence. Mr. Kimble and his
wife, Jan, lost their daughter Jamie,
an only child, to domestic violence in
2012.

Jamie, a 31l-year-old graduate of the
University of North Carolina and rising
star at Coca-Cola Consolidated, worked
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up the courage to leave her boyfriend,
who was controlling and emotionally
abusive. Just 3 months after leaving
him, he took her life and then he took
his own in a murder-suicide.

While Jamie can no longer share her
story, her parents—Mr. and Mrs.
Kimble—wanted me to share it with
you today to shed light on the tragedy
that often emerges from domestic vio-
lence.

I am a proud cosponsor of the Teach
Safe Relationships Act because I be-
lieve including safe relationship behav-
ior curriculum in sex education will
help combat domestic violence. This
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, I
urge this Congress to pass the Teach
Safe Relationships Act and support
other critical domestic violence legis-
lation.

FIGHTING BACK AGAINST BREAST
CANCER

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize October as Breast
Cancer Awareness Month and all the
men and women working to raise
awareness in north Florida.

About one in eight U.S. women will
be diagnosed with invasive breast can-
cer over the course of her lifetime. Ap-
proximately 43,000 will be diagnosed in
Florida in this year alone. But in north
Florida, we are fighting back.

Local charities, media outlets, sur-
vivors, and strong women currently
fighting the disease are standing up to
be heard and reminding everyone to
“Think Pink.”

BEach year we make greater strides
against breast cancer. Together we are
going to beat it and save lives.

———
O 1230

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, last
evening, I voted against reauthorizing
the Export-Import Bank, a Federal en-
tity that financially backs purchases of
American goods and services by pro-
viding taxpayer-backed loans and loan
guarantees to foreign companies and
governments.

While the Ex-Im Bank can help
American industry break into foreign
markets, too often it underwrites pur-
chases by companies that directly com-
pete with domestic companies, placing
them at a significant disadvantage. For
example, when foreign airlines pur-
chase aircraft at lower costs with Ex-
Im Bank backing, they are able to
charge lower fares and outcompete our
domestic airlines.

The Federal Government should en-
sure that competition occurs on a level
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